Jump Into Writing!

Plan

Flexible Learning Teaching Tips

Set a daily calendar for class.
Invite the class to a daily online meeting, ideally the same time
every day. A daily 60-minute meeting is recommended, or you
may follow the instructional expectations outlined by your
school or district.

e’re in a time in which the traditional classroom is
no longer our only option. Yet, students still need to
develop and expand their writing skills.

Create a small group/conferring schedule.

Knowing that flexibility is important to teachers, here are
some valuable tips to help you teach Jump Into Writing!,
whether your community of writers and workshop time
are completely online, or in a hybrid-learning setting.
Your students can become inspired writers in any setting.

Post or have students sign up for a weekly schedule on a learning
management system (LMS), such as Canvas® or Seesaw™. Leave
open 1–2 spaces for students who request a conferring session.
Ideally, you are meeting with students daily; however, you
could meet every other day if faced with limited time or
competing teacher responsibilities.

Determine the expression method for
Independent Writing time—handwritten
or typed.
Identify if during Independent Writing time you want students
to use their Writer’s Notebook or a word-processing option if
that is accessible and appropriate for your students. This will
determine how students share their written work.
Students can share their written work as follows:
Concerns
Areas That Need Work

Criteria
Standards for This Performance

Writer’s Notebook

Advanced
Evidence of Exceeding Standards

Criteria #1: Ideas
Ideas are well developed and related to
the topic. The story stays on focus.

Ask students to take a picture of their writing and e-mail
it to you.

Criteria #2: Organization
The writer included a lead, body
paragraphs, and a conclusion.
Criteria #3: Word Choice
Precise, descriptive words help readers
picture people, places, and events.

Convert the photo to a PDF to allow you to make
electronic comments.

Criteria #4: Voice
The writer’s unique voice is present
throughout the story.

Word processing

Criteria #5: Sentence Fluency
There is a good mix of sentence types
and lengths.
Criteria #6: Conventions
There are few, if any, errors in spelling,
punctuation, grammar, and capitalization.

Ask students to e-mail their files to you or access online
if using an app that allows teacher access to student
documents.

Single-point rubric from Know Your Terms: Holistic, Analytic, and Single-Point Rubrics by Jennifer Gonzalez, cultofpedagogy.com
(https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/holistic-analytic-single-point-rubrics/). Published with permission of Jennifer Gonzalez.

Reproducible Page © Zaner-Bloser, Inc.

Personal Narrative Rubric |
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Canvas is a registered trademark of Instructure, Inc.
SEESAW is a trademark of SEESAW LEARNING, INC.

Plan (continued)

Prepare

Another option is for students to create a document camera to share
their work. You can search the internet for “creating a document
camera for online learning” and select a method that would work for
your students, ensuring they will have access to the materials.

Gather and prepare materials.
In advance of your online class time, gather these materials:

Advise students how you would like for them to share their drafts
and final published work.

Mentor Text Read-Aloud options

Students using a Writer’s Notebook could submit a photo
of their drafts and
final published work
Using Writer’s Notebooks
handwritten on
allows students to jot down
lined paper.
their ideas and collect
them for future use.
Students with access

Read the mentor text aloud live in front of the camera.
After reading a page, hold the book up to the camera so
students can see.

to a word-processing
option could submit a typed document via e-mail.

Create a document camera so students can see you
and the mentor text. (Search the internet for “creating a
document camera for online learning.”)

Video record yourself reading, holding up the mentor text
to the camera. Consider posting the recording on your
LMS for students to access as needed.

Set an online/offline time approach to
Independent Writing time.

Anchor charts, graphic organizers, and sample texts

Consider these options for structuring Independent Writing time.

Go to the Teacher Portal and collect the PDFs you’ll need
for the lesson, then utilize your LMS to share.

All students remain online the entire 60 minutes.

E-mail to students the PDFs they will need for the lesson.

Instruct students to keep cameras on so you can monitor
engagement and/or moments of writer’s block, questions, etc.

Encourage students to prepare.

Having students remain online allows you to seamlessly pull
students in and out of breakout rooms for conferring/small
group sessions.

In advance of your online class time, encourage your students
to prepare their own writing environment, using the following
suggestions:
Create a writing space: clear a desk or table, or for those
students without access to a surface to work on, find a quiet
location that becomes your writing space.

Students remain online, with cameras off to provide privacy
and focus.
Pull students into breakout sessions as needed.

Set out your tools: pencil(s), eraser, Writer’s Notebook,
paper, or digital device.

Students who are not required for a conferring or small
group session can sign off for Independent Writing time.

Access, download, and/or print lesson resources.

Designate a return time to close out the lesson with the
whole class for Reflect and Share.

Clear your mind and get ready to write!

All students and teacher log off for Independent Writing
time if there are no conferring or small groups scheduled.
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Teach

Reflect and Share
Publishing for Share and Celebrate Writing
(Lesson 20)

Jump in and teach!
Every lesson takes 45–60 minutes. Begin teaching, using these
helpful options.

Based on the writing method you chose for your class—
handwritten or typed—students can publish their work
as follows:

Minilesson

Ask students to take pictures of handwritten text. Students can
submit photos or other documents to you via e-mail.

In advance of your classroom time, record your minilesson.
Students can revisit the story,
characters, or concepts you’re
teaching, similar to having
the mentor text available in
the physical classroom for
students to access.

Save students’ photos or documents as PDFs (or teach
students how to convert to PDFs prior to e-mailing).

Create a minilesson library
in your LMS so students
can access as they need or
as prompted.

Share and Celebrate
Whole-class reflections are recommended to bring the group
back together as a community, which is increasingly important
in a remote setting.

Hook: Conduct whole class, asking for participation and
calling on students as you would in the classroom.

You’ve got this!

Teach/Model: Use the mentor text options noted in this guide.
Active Engagement: Create breakout rooms and float
through each room listening and guiding discussion. For
activities that suggest using chart paper, consider using the
whiteboard feature of your LMS.

With these helpful tips, your students will be well
on their way to finding their voices in their writing.
Now, how about you?

English Learner (EL) support: Create breakout rooms. You or
your EL specialist can help to facilitate “turn and talk” activities
or use this time to reinforce the minilesson.

As a workshop leader, sharing your writing is also
very important. Join your students on the journey
of expressing your unique voice through writing!
. . . being a teacher who writes regularly is the
secret to the success of a teacher of writers!

Independent Writing

– Stacey Shubitz
“Welcome to Writing Workshop”

Conferring and Small Group Time
Create a breakout room and pull students in for conferring or
small group (intervention or enrichment), as determined by
your schedule or student request.
Create a way for students to virtually raise their hand (e.g., ping
you via chat).
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