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Lesson 1: Context Clues

Introduce the Unit Theme

Explain that all of the vocabulary words in this unit 
describe how people relate to one another.

Pre-Reading Discussion Questions 

• Who was Confucius? 

• What do you know about the teachings of 
Confucius? Why are these ideas still valuable today?
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Unit 6 Relationships

Confucius was born about 551 B.C. 
in northeastern China. His father 
died when Confucius was three years 

old, and the family was poor. In ancient 
times, only boys of wealthy families were 
educated. Somehow, though, Confucius 
managed to learn. By the age of fifteen, 
he knew that he wanted to study for the 
rest of his life. He began to teach others 
when he was twenty-one years old. As 
a deferential gesture toward him, his 
students called him “Master.”

Confucius was a philosopher. He thought 
more deeply than most people about the 
meaning of life. This sage thinker was 
concerned with behavior and relationships. 
Civilization, he thought, was collapsing 
around him. Unless people became 
more humane rather than being cruel 
to each other, China would experience 

great suffering. Confucius believed that 
people could live in harmony and not in 
disagreement, that those in power could 
promote the well-being of their subjects, 
and that ordinary people could go out 
of their way to treat one another kindly. 
Everyone could have a shared sense of 
loyalty—both rich and poor could feel an 
obligation to care for one another instead 
of thinking that they had no responsibilities 
toward their fellow human beings.

At the center of Confucius’s philosophy 
was a love for humanity. Whether an 
acquaintance, family member, or friend, 
everyone deserves courtesy and respect. 
Practice generosity instead of greed, 
said Confucius, and strive for cooperation 
instead of rivalry. Harmony can be found 
in the rituals that express society’s shared 
values. These are what hold a family or a 
nation together, Confucius taught.

Confucius never attained a position 
of authority, and he never got a chance 
to reform government practices. He did, 
however, make a difference. We are all 
heirs to his philosophy because his 
influence lives on in many of our ideas 
and documents. His effect is felt in the 
classroom when students question ideas 
and think for themselves, his wise sayings 
guide us toward better behavior, and his 
dreams of a world improved by human 
goodness become our dreams.

Confucius was known by only a few people during his lifetime. Yet today, 
he is often regarded as one of the most influential people who ever lived. 
His ideas are still alive after twenty-five centuries.

Context Clues
Lesson 1

See pages 222–295 for…

• Pretests and posttests for Lessons 1–3 in each 
unit and an answer key for each test.

• A unit posttest for summative assessment in 
each unit.

• Additional activities to extend or reinforce 
students’ understanding of the vocabulary words, 
including activities for English language 
learners.

eResources Center 
resources.zaner-bloser.com

Go online to find additional resources such as
 • Cards for practice with word meanings, roots, 

 prefixes, and analogies
 • Word ladders
 • Graphic organizers
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Teaching Tips

• Discuss the context clues strategy with students, 
pointing out the example sentence and clue words 
in the box at the top of the page.

• Lead students to understand that the word not 
signals a contrast or opposite. Have volunteers 
suggest other words that might also be clues for 
opposites. Possible responses: instead of, rather 
than, different from, however Write each correct 
response on the board.

• Then discuss how to use the five-step process on 
this page—Read, Look, Think, Predict, and Check—
to understand the meaning of obligation. 
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 EXAMPLE

 CLUE

Read the sentence that uses the unknown word and some of the 
sentences around it.

Everyone could have a shared sense of loyalty—both rich and poor 
could feel an obligation to care for one another instead of thinking 
that they had no responsibilities toward their fellow human beings.

Look for context clues. What antonyms of the word obligation can 
you find?

The phrase instead of signals an antonym. The phrase no 
responsibilities is opposite in meaning to the word obligation.

Think about the context clues and other helpful information you 
already know.

Confucius wanted people to be kind to one another. I’ve heard 
the word obligation before. People sometimes use it when they 
talk about doing something for someone else.

Predict a meaning for the word.

Obligation must mean “responsibility.”

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning 
of obligation.

The word obligation means “responsibility; a sense of duty.”

Here are the steps for using this context clues strategy to figure out 
the meaning of the word obligation, which appears in the essay you 
just read.

There was enmity, not warm friendship, among the committee 
members.

The word not indicates a contrast or a difference. The phrase warm 
friendship is what enmity is not. Warm friendship is the antonym of 
enmity.

Context Clues Strategy
Look for Antonyms

 READ

 LOOK

 CHECK

 PREDICT

 THINK
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Teaching Tips

• Before students complete the page, review the 
pronunciation of humane and harmony. Have 
students share any prior knowledge they have of 
each word.

• Have students identify the part of speech of each 
word. humane—adjective; harmony—noun Review 
the five-step process they will use to figure out the 
meanings of humane and harmony. 

Unlock the Meanings

116

Read the sentence that uses the word humane and some of the sentences 
around it.

Look for context clues. What antonyms of the word humane can you find?

Think about the context clues. What other information do you know?

Predict a meaning for the word humane.

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning of the 
word humane. Write the dictionary meaning.

 harmony

Read the sentence that uses the word harmony and some of the sentences 
around it.

Look for context clues. What antonyms of the word harmony can you find?

Think about the context clues. What other helpful information do you know?

Predict a meaning for the word harmony.

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning of 
harmony. Which of the meanings fits the context?

Practice the Strategy Here are two of the boldfaced words from the 
essay about Confucius. Use the context clues strategy on page 115 to figure out the 
meaning of each word.

 humane

 READ

 READ

 LOOK

 LOOK

 CHECK

 CHECK

 PREDICT

 PREDICT

 THINK

 THINK

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the 

Answers will vary.

The clue words rather than tell me that cruel is the antonym of humane.

I know that humane treatment means treating someone with kindness.

The word not is a clue. Disagreement is the opposite of harmony.

Humane probably means “kind or nice.”

I know that harmony in music is when different notes sound good together.

kind or compassionate to people or animals

Harmony must mean “agreement” or “working well together.”

agreement; friendliness

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the Word Wisdom App
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Teaching Tips

• Make sure students refer to the essay on page 114 
and use context clues to write their own definitions 
in column two before checking the dictionary. 
Remind them to think about the part of speech—
how the word is used in the sentence—as they 
make their best guess about each word meaning.

• After students complete the page, discuss the 
similarities and differences between students’ 
predictions and the definitions in the dictionary.
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Dictionary
Says

Your
Prediction

Vocabulary
Word

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

 WORD LIST WORD LIST

deferential
sage
humane
harmony
obligation
acquaintance
generosity
ritual
attain
heir

Use Context Clues You have been introduced 
to three words from the essay on page 114. These words are 
checked in the word list. In the first column, write the other 
seven words from the word list. In the second column, predict 
a meaning for each word using context clues. Then look up the 
meaning of the word in the dictionary in the back of this book. 
In the third column, write the dictionary meaning that fits the 
context.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

deferential

acquaintance

ritual

heir

sage

generosity

attain

respectful

a person one knows

ceremony

a person who receives ideas 
from someone who lived earlier

wise

the willingness to give or share

to reach; to achieve
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Teaching Tips

• Model the activity by writing the following 
sentence on the board: 

My grandparents brought many Russian 
traditions and ____ with them when 
they came to this country in 1980.

 Then write these words on the board: 

harmony deferential ritual

 Work with students to use context clues in the 
sentence to determine the correct answer. rituals 
Write the word on the answer line, pointing out that 
you had to add the ending -s because the sentence 
requires the plural form of the noun ritual. Ask 
them what clues in the sentence and what prior 
knowledge they used to arrive at the correct answer.

• After students complete the page, have volunteers 
share their answers and identify the words or 
phrases that were useful as context clues. Have 
students also explain why they added endings to 
certain words.

Process the Meanings
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Choose the Correct Words Write the word from the word list that 
best completes each sentence. You will need to add an ending to some words.

1
 
Eighty-year-old Grandma Moses __________________________ 
recognition for her paintings and proved that it is never too late 
to begin creative work.

2
 
Several science and math scholarships were funded by the 

__________________________ of the officers of the computer company.

3
 
Forgotten Felines is an organization dedicated to the rescue and 

__________________________ treatment of abandoned cats.

4
 
__________________________ to kingdoms spend their childhood years 
preparing for their future roles as kings or queens.

5
 
The team relied on Coach Sparks for his __________________________ 
advice about training, nutrition, and technique.

6
 
One way to fulfill your community service __________________________ 
is to help clean up a local park.

7
 
In my family, the first day of school is marked every year by the 

__________________________ of having a big breakfast together.

8
 
Story time is an effective way to bring __________________________ to a 
busy and restless kindergarten class.

9
 
Having moved to a new school only six months ago, Josh had more 

__________________________ than close friends.

10
 
The __________________________ gesture of standing when a lady enters 
the room seems to have gone out of style.

 WORD LIST

deferential
sage
humane
harmony
obligation
acquaintance
generosity
ritual
attain
heir

attained

generosity

humane

Heirs

sage

obligation

ritual

harmony

acquaintances

deferential
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Teaching Tips

• Model the first activity by writing the following 
sentence on the board: 

One obligation every student has  
is ____________ . 

 Ask a volunteer to finish the sentence, using what 
he or she knows about the meaning of obligation. 
Possible response: to get to class on time Point out 
that there can be many different correct endings 
to the sentence, but that each one must reflect the 
meaning of obligation.

• After students complete the page, review their 
responses and discuss what clues and knowledge 
they used to arrive at each response.

Apply What You've Learned
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Demonstrate Word Knowledge Complete the following sentences.

1
 
It might take time to trust an acquaintance because ___________________________________

 
______________________________________________________________________________________

2
 
One example of deferential behavior is _______________________________________________

 
______________________________________________________________________________________

3
 
An act of generosity I could do is  ____________________________________________________

 
______________________________________________________________________________________

4
 
One goal I would like to attain is  _____________________________________________________

 
______________________________________________________________________________________

5
 
An obligation I can’t avoid is  ________________________________________________________

 
______________________________________________________________________________________

Use the Words Correctly Complete the sentences by choosing the phrase that best 
explains the boldfaced word. Write the letter of your choice on the blank line.

6
 
_______ Humane acts are likely to

a. make people feel bad. b. be satisfying and rewarding.

7
 
_______ A practice becomes a ritual when it

a. is repeated in a set pattern.  b. is abandoned altogether.

8
 
_______ A person who is heir to the throne will

a. some day be the ruler. b. go into the military.

9
 
_______ Sage ideas come from people who

a. are eager to be helpful. b. have wisdom and good judgment.

10
 
_______ Harmony among club members is achieved by

a. making agreements that  b. letting one person control
 work for all.      all decisions.

b

a

a

b

a

Answers will vary.

you don’t know how he or she will act 

holding a door open for someone.

to volunteer at a soup kitchen.

learning to ski before I start high school.

doing the dishes after dinner.

in different situations.
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Pre-Reading Discussion Questions 

• Did you learn your personality and behavior or 
were you born with them?

• Do people inherit their intelligence from their parents?

Lesson 2: Latin Roots

120

Scientists agree that we gain many 
physical characteristics through 
heredity. Genes for eye color, hair 

color, height, and so on are passed from 
one generation to another. Let’s say your 
inheritance from your parents includes 
two dominant genes for brown eyes. Then 
you will have brown eyes, too. Some families 
can trace physical characteristics, such as red 
hair, through their genealogy.

At the same time, scientists disagree about 
the source of personality, behavior, and 
intelligence. Some believe the source is nature, 
which means our genes control our personality 
and so on, but other scientists believe the 
source is nurture, which means we learn to 
behave in certain ways. Based on the nurture 
theory, one gender plays with dolls because it 
learns to do so, and the other gender learns to 
play with trucks.

Those who believe the nature theory point 
to pairs of identical twins who grew up apart. 
These twins have the same genes, but even 
with different sets of parents, they tend to 
have the same kind of personality. In one 

study, two twins, raised apart, took the same 
personality test. They scored the same as if one 
person had taken the test twice. 

Another study compared children from 
wealthy and working-class homes. It found 
that as long as parents were supportive 
and loving, they did not influence their 
progeny’s intelligence. Private schools and 
special lessons could not make children 
smarter—their intelligence was not learned, 
but instead inherited.

The nurture scientists point out that 
identical twins reared apart should be 
exactly the same; after all, they inherit 
exactly the same genes. However, these 
twins have learned to be different in 
some ways. Other studies show that some 
personality traits can be learned: For 
example, people can learn to have a sense 
of humor. Their families and cultures teach 
them to look for the humor in life.

Many experts now say that our genes do 
not control us. They do push us in a certain 
direction, but we can push back. We can 
find ways to overcome shyness, channel 
aggressiveness into safe activities, or enroll 
an awkward child in a baseball league or 
gymnastic lessons. Our personalities are not 
shaped just by the genes we inherit or just by 
what we learn. They are shaped by a sort of 
alliance between nature and nurture.

We are obliged to these scientists for 
helping us learn more about ourselves. Perhaps 
some day they will identify specific genes that 
push us in a certain direction. Then we can be 
ready to go in that direction—or to push back.

Do you think you were born with your personality? Or did your environment 
shape you? Is your behavior determined by nature— the genes you were born 
with? Or is your behavior determined by nurture—what you have learned?

Lesson 2
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Latin and Greek Roots



Teaching Tips

• Before students complete the page, review the 
pronunciation of inherited and alliance. Have 
students share any prior knowledge they have of 
each word.

• Have students identify the part of speech of 
each word in the context of the essay “Nature or 
Nurture?” inherited—verb; alliance—noun Review 
the five-step process they will use to figure out the 
meanings of inherited and alliance. 
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Here are two of the boldfaced words from the essay on page 120. 
Use the context clues strategy you learned in Lesson 1 on page 115 
to figure out the meanings of these words.

Practice the Context Clues Strategy

Read the sentence that uses the word inherited and some of the sentences around it.

Look for context clues to the word’s meaning. What antonyms of the word 
inherited can you find?

Think about the context clues. What other information do you know?

Predict a meaning for the word inherit.

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning of inherit. 
Which of the meanings for inherit fits the context?

Read the sentence that uses the word alliance and some of the sentences around it.

Look for context clues to the word’s meaning. What antonyms of the word alliance 
can you find?

Think about the context clues. What other information do you know?

Predict a meaning for the word alliance.

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning of the 
word alliance. Write the definition here.

inherited

 READ

 READ

 LOOK

 LOOK

 CHECK

 CHECK

 PREDICT

 PREDICT

 THINK

 THINK

alliance

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the 

opposite of having to choose one or the other.

The word not in the previous sentence is a clue. An alliance would be the 

The word not is a clue. To inherit something seems to mean the opposite of learning it.

People sometimes inherit money when a family member dies.

In history, we read about nations forming alliances during wars.

Inherit probably means “receiving something from your parents.”

Alliance could mean “a combination or a team.”

to acquire traits or physical characteristics from one’s parents

an agreement formed between people, organizations, or countries

Answers will vary.

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the Word Wisdom App
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Teaching Tips

• Remind students that many languages share 
common word roots. This main, or root, part of 
the word is sometimes spelled differently in some 
words. As an example, point out that the French 
word gentil [jhon-TEEL] means “kind,” and the 
English word gentle means “soft and soothing.” 
Write each word on the board, circling gen. Explain 
that this is the Greek root gen, which means “a 
kind.” Be sure that students understand that the 
root gen has two different meanings.

• If students list additional words with the same root 
spellings, guide them in checking an advanced 
dictionary to see if the words share an origin.

Unlock the Meanings
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Categorize by Roots Find these roots in the word list. Write each 
word in the correct column. Remember that the spelling of roots can change. 
Think of other words you know that come from the same roots. Write each 
word in the correct place.

Several words you studied in Lesson 1 have Latin or Greek roots. Knowing the meaning 
of these roots can help you unlock the meaning of many unfamiliar words. Each root has 
something to do with relationships.

Root and Meaning English Word and Meaning

heir, her (an heir)
heir (a person who receives ideas from someone who 

lived earlier)

gen (a kind; to beget) generosity (the willingness to give or share)

lig (to bind) obligation (responsibility; a sense of duty)

 WORD LIST

heredity
generation
inheritance
genealogy
gender
progeny
inherit
league
alliance
oblige
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heir, her

Latin and Greek 
Roots

Latin Roots Greek Roots

gen lig

Latin

Latin and Greek

Latin

heredity generation league

inheritance genealogy alliance

inherit gender oblige

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

progeny

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.



Teaching Tips

• Direct students’ attention to the chart at the top 
of the page. Discuss how the prefix al- combines 
with the root lig (in this case, li) to form the word 
alliance. Be sure that students understand how 
the meanings (“to” plus “bind”) combine in the 
meaning of the new word, which means “a binding 
together or an agreement, such as between two 
friendly nations.” 

• Then explain that the prefix al- is used before roots 
or base words beginning with l. To illustrate, write 
the following words on the board: 

allegiance allot allure

 Have students use dictionaries to define these 
words. Then have them explain how the meaning 
of al- (“to, toward”) combines with a root or base 
word to show the meaning of the new word. 

• Review the meanings of the Latin and Greek roots 
heir, her, gen, and lig. 

• After students complete the page, have them work 
with partners to share and compare their responses. 
Have volunteers describe how their original 
definitions vary from the dictionary definitions.
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Use Roots and Prefixes Circle the root and any prefix you find in the boldfaced words 
below. Use roots, prefixes, and context clues to write the meaning of each boldfaced word. Remember 
that the spelling of roots can change. Check your definitions in a dictionary.

1
 
James inherited a pocket watch from his great-grandfather.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

2
 
Names that aren’t specific in gender, such as Jordan and Taylor, are popular.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

3
 
The first baseball league for boys started in 1939.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

4
 
Some people can trace their genealogy back to the Pilgrims.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

5
 
The parents of the quintuplets gathered their progeny for the portrait.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

6
 
We were obliged to our neighbors for inviting us to dinner when we moved into the 
neighborhood.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

7
 
During World War I, many countries formed an alliance against the Central Powers.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

8
 
We look like our parents and have some of their talents because of heredity.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

9
 
There were four generations of relatives at my father’s birthday party.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

10
 
Marlene learned that she would have to share her inheritance with her mother’s dogs.

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

Prefix | Root Word | | New Word

al- (to) + lig (bind) + -ance (noun) = alliance

to receive money, property, or a title from an ancestor

family history

the classification or category of male or female

children; descendants

people born about the same time

an association of people who have a common interest

to make thankful, grateful, or indebted

an agreement formed between people, organizations, or countries

the transmission or passing of traits or physical characteristics from parents to children

the money, property, or title which has been or will be inherited

Answers will vary.



Teaching Tips

• Introduce the first activity by writing this example 
on the board: 

Many years ago, my mother _____ 
these dishes from her grandmother.

 Then write these words on the board: 

league gender inherit

 Lead students to use their knowledge of roots and 
prefixes, as well as context clues, to select the correct 
word. inherit Ask them what ending must be added, 
because the sentence is in the past tense. -ed

• To model the second activity, write this example on 
the board: 

My father enjoys researching and 
studying his family roots. (genealogy) 

 Ask students to use their knowledge of roots and 
prefixes, as well as context clues, to rewrite the 
sentence using the word in parentheses. Possible 
response: My father enjoys researching and 
studying his genealogy.
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Process the Meanings
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Choose the Correct Words Write the word from the word list 
that best completes each sentence. You will need to add an ending to one word.

1
 
Styles change with each __________________________ , so a daughter may 

not want to wear her mother’s wedding gown.

2
 
When people study their __________________________ , the names of 

family members are written on a picture of a tree.

3
 
Do you think someone’s skill in music or painting comes from 

education, __________________________ , or both?

4
 
Much __________________________ for frequent rides home, Tanya 

knitted Danielle a scarf to thank her.

5
 
Before 1970, newspaper job ads started with a _________________________ 

label, so that men and women would know which jobs to apply for.

Use the Words Correctly in Writing Rewrite each sentence 
in your own words. Use the word in parentheses in your sentence. You may need 
to change one word ending.

6
 
The three towns formed a group to work for economic progress. (alliance)

 ___________________________________________________________________

7
 
George got his creativity and a flair for drama from his mother. (inherit)

 ___________________________________________________________________

8
 
Many people regret wasting the money left to them by an ancestor. 
(inheritance)

 ___________________________________________________________________

9
 
As a new artist, Arlene joined an association for people in the same field.
(league)

 ___________________________________________________________________
10

 
Cheaper by the Dozen is a story about two parents with twelve children.
(progeny)

 ___________________________________________________________________

 WORD LIST

heredity
generation
inheritance
genealogy
gender
progeny
inherit
league
alliance
oblige
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generation

genealogy

heredity

obliged

gender

The three towns formed an alliance for economic progress.

George inherited his creativity and a flair for drama from his mother.

Many people regret wasting their inheritance.

As a new artist, Arlene joined an artists’ league.

Cheaper by the Dozen is a story about two parents with twelve progeny.

Answers will vary.



Teaching Tips

• Model the activity on this page by writing this 
example on the board: 

Is a partnership an example of  
an alliance?  

 Lead students to use their knowledge of the word 
alliance to understand that the correct answer 
is yes. Ask students to name other examples 
of alliances. Possible responses: marriage, clubs, 
treaties

• When students have finished, discuss their 
responses. Then call on volunteers to suggest 
“yes” questions for each “no” response. Possible 
response for item 1: Are you a member of the same 
generation as your sister or brother?
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Apply What You've Learned
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Answer the Questions Answer the questions. Explain your answers.

1
 
Are you a member of the same generation as your grandmother?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

2
 
Would someone’s progeny include aunts, uncles, and cousins?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

3
 
Does gender apply to both men and women?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

4
 
Are there situations in which people feel obliged to others?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

5
 
Can everyone expect to receive an inheritance?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

6
 
Would software for drawing a family tree be helpful to someone interested in genealogy?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

7
 
Do best friends who are not related share the same heredity?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

8
 
If you inherit something, do you have to return it when you’re finished with it?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

9
 
Can one person be considered a league?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

10
 
Are people who have no interests in common likely to form an alliance?

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary.

No. My grandmother was born several decades before I was.

Yes. People might feel obliged when someone does something nice for them.

No. Heredity occurs only between people who are related.

No. Progeny are a person’s children.

No. Not everyone gets money or property from a relative who died.

No. When you get something from someone who died, it’s yours to keep.

Yes. It refers to being male or female.

Yes. It would make it easier to write down and keep track of names of family members.

No. A league is made up of many people.

No. They would have no reason to work together.
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Pre-Reading Discussion Questions 

• Name some animals that live together in groups.

• What do you know about lions and the way they live?

Lesson 3: Reference Skills

126

Reference Skills
Lesson 3
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The Social Lion
Lions are among the most ferocious of animals—and the most social. 
Living together in prides, they rely on each other for food and for the 
protection of themselves, their cubs, and their territory.

 lion pride can be as small as three 
individuals or as large as forty. A pride 
may have one male or up to seven 

males who work together. The females have a 
deep commitment to their pride. They often 
live in the same pride for life, while the adult 
males may stay for only two to four years. 
After that, they leave on their own, or they are 
driven off as a stronger male takes over.

In a traditional pride, the lionesses do 
eighty-five to ninety percent of the hunting, 
while the lions are responsible for patrolling 
the territory and protecting the pride. 
Although the males sleep or rest sixteen to 
twenty hours a day, they still get “the lion’s 
share” of the communal meal. They eat 
first, followed by the lionesses, and then the 
cubs. The lionesses often work together to 
chase down and kill their prey. This teamwork 
ensures that the pride does not go hungry 
and all members receive a decent meal. Their 
prey ranges from mice to zebras to buffalo.

When the pride is resting, the rapport is 
obvious. Lions are very affectionate toward 
other members of their pride. They like 
being together and touch, lick, and rub 
each other, often with much purring. When 
a new lion takes over a pride, however, 
he often kills all the cubs. He has a clear 
purpose and is not apologetic. He kills the 

cubs to make sure that he is the father of 
all future cubs. The mothers try to defend 
their cubs, but they usually are unsuccessful. 
The females in a pride all tend to give birth 
about the same time of the year, have two 
or three cubs each, and often nurse each 
other’s cubs. This informal relationship 
offers cubs a better chance at survival, 
especially those born to a weak or sick 
lioness. Cub mortality is very high, and less 
than half will survive their first year.

Female cubs will stay with the pride, but 
males stay only until they are mature, at 
age five or six. Then they go off on their 
own, hunting for themselves until they are 
strong enough to take over a pride. Some 
lions never find a new pride. They manage 
to alienate others of their kind and wander 
their whole lives. These lone males receive no 
hospitality from the prides they encounter. 
The head of the pride quickly drives them off.

Faced with an attacker, however, the 
head of the pride has many supporters. 
Both males and females fiercely defend their 
pride from outsiders. They would rather 
share their kills with pride members than 
with strangers. After all, the strangers will 
not be around to help defend them from 
predators or to help them find food when 
prey is scarce. For lions, family counts!



Teaching Tips

• Before students complete the page, review the 
pronunciation of decent and supporter. Have 
students share any prior knowledge they have of 
each word.

• Have students identify the part of speech of each 
word. decent—adjective; supporter—noun Review 
the five-step process they will use to figure out the 
meanings of decent and supporter. 
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Here are two of the boldfaced words from the essay on page 126. 
Use the context clues strategy you learned in Lesson 1 on page 115 
to figure out the meanings of these words.

Practice the Context Clues Strategy

Read the sentence that uses the word decent and some of the sentences around it.

Look for context clues to the word’s meaning. What antonyms of decent can 
you find?

Think about the context clues. What other information do you know?

Predict a meaning for the word decent.

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning of the 
word decent. Which of the meanings for the word fits the context?

Read the sentence that uses the word supporter and some of the sentences around it.

Look for context clues to the word’s meaning. What antonyms of supporter can 
you find?

Think about the context clues. What other information do you know?

Predict a meaning for the word supporter.

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning of the 
word supporter. Write the definition here.

 READ

 READ

 LOOK

 LOOK

 CHECK

 CHECK

 PREDICT

 PREDICT

 THINK

 THINK

supporter

decent

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the 

The word however signals a contrast. Attacker must be the opposite of supporter.

The word not is a clue. Going hungry seems to mean the opposite of receiving a decent meal.

I have heard people described as decent. They are good people.

The base word for supporter is support, which means “to help.”

I think decent could mean “good.”

I think supporter means “helper.”

following proper standards of behavior; acceptable

one who supports and encourages; a follower

Answers will vary.

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the Word Wisdom App
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Teaching Tips

• Model using a print or online thesaurus to find 
synonyms for words such as big and loud. Ask 
volunteers to find synonyms for additional words.

• When they have finished, review and discuss their 
responses. Students might enjoy extending the 
second activity by challenging each other with new 
sentences containing overused words that need to be 
replaced by more vivid and descriptive ones.

Unlock the Meanings
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Thesaurus A thesaurus lists synonyms or approximate synonyms. A thesaurus can help 
you find the perfect word, but you have to pick the right word for the context. A thesaurus in book 
form is organized alphabetically, like a dictionary, or by ideas. In such a thesaurus, the index at the 
back of the book will tell you on which page you will find the word and its synonyms.

A computer program for writing usually has a built-in thesaurus. Highlight the word for 
which you want a synonym. Then go to the “Tools” menu and open the thesaurus. It will list 
synonyms for your highlighted word.

Choose the Synonyms Read the sentence and the synonyms for the boldfaced 
word. The definition of each synonym is given in parentheses. Write the letter of the best 
synonym for the boldfaced word.

1
 
_______ “Was I humming out loud?” He was apologetic and embarrassed.

a. remorseful (filled with bitter guilt) b. regretful (feeling sorry about)

2
 
_______ The girls had a rapport based on their interest in chemistry.

a. agreement (harmony of opinion) b. relationship (connection)

3
 
_______ The invitation said to wear “informal clothes—jeans and a T-shirt.”

a. unofficial (lacking authority) b. casual (not dressed up)

Replace the Words Use a thesaurus to replace the boldfaced words with vivid 
and descriptive synonyms. Rewrite the sentences. If a sentence has more than one boldfaced 
word, be sure to replace both words.

4
 
The trip was a great experience.

 _________________________________________________________________

5
 
Tina read an interesting book.

 _________________________________________________________________

6
 
Frank is a nice person.

 _________________________________________________________________

7
 
The brothers had a long talk.

 _________________________________________________________________

8
 
Lexie hit the ball hard.

 _________________________________________________________________
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b

b

b

The trip was a fantastic experience.

Answers will vary.

Frank is a delightful person.

Tina read a fascinating book.

The brothers had a prolonged conversation.

Lexie whacked the ball powerfully.



Teaching Tips

• Review the three steps for unlocking the meaning 
of a new word (at the top of the page). 

• To model using the steps, write this sentence on the 
board, highlighting the boldfaced word: 

Do we need to get all dressed up  
for the party, or should we wear 
informal clothes?

 Work with students to use context clues, as well 
as their knowledge of the prefix in- (“not”), to 
determine that the highlighted word means 
“casual; not formal.”

• After students complete the page, check and discuss 
their responses and the steps that they took to 
arrive at the correct responses.
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 1. Use context clues.

 2. Look for a familiar root, prefix, or suffix.

 3. If the context or a word part doesn’t help, 
check the dictionary.

Find
the

Lesson 3 | Relationships UNIT 6

 WORD LIST

commitment
traditional
communal
decent
rapport
apologetic
informal
alienate
hospitality
supporter

Define the Words Follow the steps to write the meaning of the 
boldfaced words. Write 1, 2, or 3 to show which steps you used.

1
 
Bob made a commitment to study every day, not just before the test.

 _________________________________________________________________

2
 
Everyone drew water from the communal well in the center of 
the village.

 _________________________________________________________________

3
 
His bad attitude and hostility began to alienate even those closest to him.

 _________________________________________________________________

4
 
During rehearsals, a warm rapport developed among the cast members.

 _________________________________________________________________

5
 
As the candidate swept into the room, her supporters rose to their 
feet and applauded.

 _________________________________________________________________

6
 
It was decent of the Durbans to lend us their sleeping bags and tent.

 _________________________________________________________________

7
 
The Diaz family is known for their hospitality; they often invite 
guests to their home.

 _________________________________________________________________

8
 
If she thought before speaking, she wouldn’t have to be so apologetic 
for her remarks.

 _________________________________________________________________

9
 
The casual open studios are informal places where people can meet artists.

 _________________________________________________________________

10
 
The polka is a lively traditional dance that has been enjoyed for centuries.

 _________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary.

a promise or pledge; 1, 2, or 3

a friendly, trusting relationship; 1, 2, or 3

the act of showing kindness and warmth toward guests; 1, 2, or 3

something shared and used by a number of people; 1, 2, or 3

those who support and encourage; followers; 1, 2, or 3

behaving as though one is sorry; showing regret; 1, 2, or 3

to cause to be unfriendly; 1, 2, or 3

considerate; kind; 1, 2, or 3

without ceremony; not formal; 1, 2, or 3

passed from generation to generation; long-established; 1, 2, or 3
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Teaching Tips

• Model the first activity by writing the following 
example on the board: 

kindness, welcome, courtesy, _____ 

 Work with students to determine which word from 
the word list best fits in this group. hospitality 

• Model the second activity by writing the following 
on the board: 

We made a promise to work together 
on the project. (commitment) 

 Guide students to suggest how to rewrite 
the sentence, using the vocabulary word in 
parentheses. Possible response: We made a 
commitment to work together on the project.

Process the Meanings
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Choose the Correct Words Write the word from the word list 
that best fits in each group of words with similar meanings.

1
 
public, shared, common,  ______________________________________

2
 
kind, generous, thoughtful,  ______________________________________

3
 
customary, usual, established,  ______________________________________

4
 
withdraw, oppose, separate,  ______________________________________

5
 
vow, guarantee, pledge,  ______________________________________

Use the Words Correctly in Writing Rewrite each sentence 
in your own words. Include the word in parentheses. You may add an ending to 
some words.

6
 
Her followers signed a petition to nominate her for the presidency. (supporter)

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

7
 
How can we ever thank you for the welcome you showed us during our 
visit? (hospitality)

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

8
 
Despite the casual tone, everyone understood the seriousness of the 
discussion. (informal)

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

9
 
He sounded very sorry for dropping his piece of pie on my shoe. (apologetic)

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

10
 
Although they were related, they didn’t seem to have a good connection. 
(rapport)

 ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

 WORD LIST

commitment
traditional
communal
decent
rapport
apologetic
informal
alienate
hospitality
supporter
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Her supporters signed a petition to nominate her for the presidency.

communal

decent

traditional

alienate

commitment

How can we ever thank you for your hospitality during our visit?

Despite the informal tone, everyone understood the seriousness of the discussion.

He was very apologetic for dropping his piece of pie on my shoe.

Although they were related, they didn’t seem to have a good rapport.



Teaching Tips

• To prepare students for the first activity, read this 
riddle aloud: At this type of party, you might have 
a picnic or a cookout, so don’t wear fancy clothes. 
informal Ask a volunteer to tell what clues led to 
the correct answer. 

• Model the second activity by reading the following 
sentence aloud: Describe what you might say to 
a friend to show that you are apologetic. Possible 
response: I’m sorry that I forgot your birthday. 
Point out that there are many possible answers.
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Apply What You've Learned
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Solve the Riddles Write the word from the word list that matches each clue.

1
 
This is something that good hosts offer their guests. ______________________________

2
 
This could describe a swimming pool in an apartment building.

 _______________________________________________________________________________

3
 
This is what people feel when they like each other. _______________________________

4
 
This kind of note could help a person get over hurt feelings.

 _______________________________________________________________________________

5
 
It could be irresponsible or inconsiderate to break this.

 _______________________________________________________________________________

6
 
Someone who agrees with a recycling plan might be called this.

 _______________________________________________________________________________

Demonstrate Word Knowledge Answer the questions or follow the directions.

7
 
What are two informal things you do that you really enjoy?

 _______________________________________________________________________________

8
 
Explain why you think your parents are modern or traditional in their thinking.

 _______________________________________________________________________________

9
 
If you alienate a friend, what could you do to make up for it?

 _______________________________________________________________________________

10
 
What is one decent thing a person has done for you?

 _______________________________________________________________________________

hospitality

communal

apologetic

commitment

supporter

I enjoy going to the movies and writing in my journal.

Answers will vary.

I could apologize and promise not to do it again.

My parents are modern because they like my hair and my music.

I lost a bracelet in a store, and someone turned it in to the manager.

rapport



Teaching Tips

• Make sure students understand that they are to 
circle any words that contain the roots heir, her,  
gen, or lig. 

• After students complete the page, review their 
responses and have them explain how they decided 
on the correct category for each word.
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Review 
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Unit 6 Review

Categorize by Parts of Speech
Categorize the words in the word list by part of speech. Write each word in the 
correct column. The numbers tell you how many words to list in each column. Then
circle the words that have the roots heir, her, gen, and lig.

AdjectivesNouns Verbs

 
 

 WORD LIST

deferential
sage
humane
harmony
obligation
acquaintance
generosity
ritual
attain
heir
heredity
generation
inheritance
genealogy
gender
progeny
inherit
league
alliance
oblige
commitment
traditional
communal
decent
rapport
apologetic
informal
alienate
hospitality
supporter

18 4 8
harmony

obligation

acquaintance

generosity

attain

inherit

oblige

alienate

deferential

communalritual

inheritance

league

sage

decentheir

genealogy

alliance

humane

apologeticheredity

gender

commitment

hospitality

traditional

informalgeneration

progeny

rapport

supporter
eResources Center 
resources.zaner-bloser.com

Go online to print out word cards for students to 
use on their own or in small-group activities to 
review the vocabulary words from this unit.



Teaching Tips

• Model the second activity by writing this item  
on the board in the same format as the items in  
the activity:

Which word would you use to describe 
a promise that you made? (communal, 
commitment) 

 Ask students which word in parentheses answers 
the question. commitment

• Have students work independently to complete 
the page. When they have finished, have them 
share their responses. You might extend the second 
activity by creating additional questions for other 
pairs of Unit 6 vocabulary words.
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Choose the Correct Words Write the words from the box where they belong in the 
paragraph below.

gender informal genealogy

progeny heredity generation

If you’re interested in your roots, you may want to study your family’s 

1  ___________________________ . That study won’t give you details about your 

specific 2  ___________________________ , such as body type or musical ability. 

With some research, though, you can find out about every 3  ___________________________ 

that came before yours and the 4  ___________________________ of all of their 

5  ___________________________ . There are many resources available to you, from 

6  ___________________________ interviews you can have with your own relatives to 

more standard sources, such as U.S. census records, military archives, and the files of local 

historical societies.

Answer the Questions Circle the vocabulary word that best answers each question.

7
 
What kind of advice would you get from a wise person? (sage, apologetic)

8
 
Who would rule after a king dies? (acquaintance, heir)

9
 
Which adjective suggests that a custom has been in someone’s family for many generations? 
(communal, traditional)

10
 
Which word describes the behavior of a visitor toward a respected leader? (deferential, 
traditional)

11
 
What is a repeated ceremony called? (league, ritual)

12
 
What describes someone who feels guilty? (apologetic, communal)

13
 
What should co-workers try to develop? (gender, rapport)

14
 
What would a politician try to get? (supporters, generations)

15
 
What do you do when you try hard to get something? (oblige, attain)

genealogy

heredity

generation

gender

progeny

informal
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Teaching Tips

• Make sure students understand that the words may 
appear in different directions in the puzzle. Tell 
that that no words appear diagonally.

• After students find all of the words, have partners 
review their answers together.
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Find the Words The words from the box below are hidden in the 
puzzle. They go in all directions. Circle them as you find them.

acquaintance attain generosity alienate

obligation rapport communal league

commitment decent inheritance humane

N R F M L H B R A C K I S H S

O S A E A O R U C R I G U A R

B I R S K P L I Q U N O R M E

R O M S E L A N U M M O C M N

S O D R H S C J A B G E H O G

S M E O E T U U I L L P A C I

A R L O R R Z S N R Y I R K S

T A E C O M M I T M E N T O E

M N U O R D N O A S A H E A D

O W G G I U O N N R E E D U D

E Z A O S N I S C J T R O T I

N D E C E N T R E C I I P E T

A A L B G R A P P O R T R V N

M D O A R G G U I D E A E E A

U L S L E L I N P U T N O N T

H A T I A A L O R E D C P R U

M D U E T S B S H O M E L T R

I G E N E R O S I T Y S Y O E

L Y V A R I Y I E Y E B R T W

K X A T T A I N K O N G A O R

P E Z E E N A G L A S T I H A

U T R E N G S S B I R D N P P
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Teaching Tips

• Read the test-taking strategy with students. Stress 
that reading and rereading all answer choices 
carefully before selecting an answer is very 
important. Then, if the correct answer is still not 
clear, students should eliminate any answers that are 
definitely wrong. Narrowing down the possibilities 
will help them to arrive at the best answer.

• Have students work individually to complete the 
practice test. When they have finished, review and 
discuss their answers. Have a volunteer explain 
how the test-taking strategy helped him or her to 
arrive at the correct answers.

Practice Test

Fill in the letter of the word or words that best complete each 
paragraph.

TEST-TAKING STRATEGY
Some vocabulary tests ask you 
to complete a sentence in a 
paragraph. You may have to fill 
in one word or more than one 
word. Read all of the choices 
before you select an answer. 
If you are not sure which word 
best fits the context, eliminate 
those choices that are 
obviously wrong. Then read 
the entire paragraph.

Sample:
Every culture has ________ 
for celebrating birthdays. In 
China, for example, a child’s 
� rst birthday is marked by a 
ceremony in which he or she 
is surrounded by objects. � e 
Chinese believe that the object 
the baby chooses indicates the 
child’s future. On his twel� h 
birthday, a Sikh boy in India 
learns to wrap his turban. � en 
the boy gets presents from his 
________ and others who wish 
him well.

 rituals, supporters

 obligations, heirs

 generations, alliances

 inheritance, commitments
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Go to the Word Wisdom App for more practice 
and review of the vocabulary words.

Go to the 

1
 

 Since colonial days, the pineapple has been a symbol 
of _________ . Sea captains placed the fruit, brought from 
the West Indies, outside their doors as a sign that they had 
returned from a voyage. The pineapple was an invitation 
for visitors to stop by. Today, doors, shutters, and even 
fence posts are decorated with the pineapple to show that 
the house is a place of welcome and good cheer.

 obligation
 league
 hospitality
 acquaintance

2
 

 At the end of World War I, President Woodrow 
Wilson wanted to make the world safe for democracy. 
To do this, he suggested that the United States, Great 
Britain, France, and Russia form a(n) __________ of 
nations that would protect one another’s territory 
and independence. Wilson thought this was a sure 
way to achieve world peace, because countries would 
be __________ to each other for this help. However, 
Americans didn’t want to get involved in other 
countries’ confl icts and refused to join. The League of 
Nations collapsed in 1939.

 commitment, alienated
 alliance, obliged
 generosity, inherited
 supporter, attained

3
 

 Dr. McCloskey has a great bedside manner. She is 
always calm and comforting. A smile often crinkles the 
corners of her eyes. She listens as if her patients’ words 
are the only thing that matters. She has a wonderful 
__________ with every patient, no matter what the 
patient’s age or condition is. She is the most __________ 
doctor I know.

 acquaintance, alienated
 obligation, sage
 rapport, humane
 alliance, apologetic

for more practice and review of the 
vocabulary words, including cumulative 
review of words from all previous units.

Go to the Word Wisdom App


