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Lesson 1: Context Clues

Introduce the Unit Theme
Explain that all of the vocabulary words in this unit are 
related to communication.

Pre-Reading Discussion Questions 
• What abilities do you think a person must have to 

be called a great communicator?

• How were audiences entertained 100 years ago? 
How did people hear the latest news?

See pages 220–284 for…

• Pretests and posttests for Lessons 1–3 in each 
unit and an answer key for each test.

• A unit posttest for summative assessment in 
each unit.

• Additional activities to extend or reinforce 
 students’ understanding of the vocabulary words, 
including activities for English language 
learners.

eResources Center 
resources.zaner-bloser.com

Go online to find additional resources such as
 • Cards for practice with word meanings, roots, 

 prefixes, and analogies
 • Word ladders
 • Graphic organizers UNIT 4 Communication | Lesson 170

Unit 4 Communication

Will Rogers was born in 1879. He 
was part Cherokee and grew 
up in Indian territory that later 

became Oklahoma. Will rode horses and 
roped cattle, and he loved doing tricks 
with his lariat, or lasso. He practiced 
endlessly and competed in roping and 
riding contests.

As a young man, Will performed 
in traveling Wild West shows across 
the country. Later, Will performed in 
theaters as “The Lariat King.” His lasso 
tricks impressed audiences. He began 
to add conversational remarks about 
the trick he was about to do. “I don’t 
have any idea that I’ll get it, but anyway, 
here goes,” he would drawl gently. The 
audience laughed in appreciation. If he 
missed a trick, he made another quip 
to get a laugh. Unlike some comedians 
who impersonated various people, Will 
Rogers seemed real and sincere.

Will’s act was more monologue than 
rope tricks. Unlike a rehearsed speech, 
his comments were spontaneous. He 
used news items to gently ridicule the 
government and joke about current 
events. “Congress is so strange,” he 
said. “A man gets up to speak and 
says nothing. Nobody listens; then 
everybody disagrees.”

Unlike some 
comedians’ daring 
pronouncements, 
Will’s were not 
harsh. Instead, they 
were truthful, 
charming, and 
funny observations. 
People listened and 
believed him. 

Soon, Will 
Rogers gained 
world acclaim. He 
starred on stage, in 
radio, and in films. 
He wrote a news 
column read by 
millions. He met 
world leaders. “It’s 
great to be great,” he 
said. “But it’s greater 
to be human.” He grew 
rich, but he eagerly 
gave money to people 
in need.

When Will Rogers 
died in a plane crash in 
1935, Americans grieved. 
They lost their cowboy 
humorist, wise observer, 
and friend.

The word communicate is related to the word common, meaning 
“shared.” Many gifted communicators share their ideas in ways that 
others understand and enjoy. Will Rogers was a performer whose gift for 
communicating made him a famous American.

Context Clues
Lesson 1
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Teaching Tips
• Discuss the context clues strategy with students, 

pointing out the example sentence and clue words 
in the box at the top of the page.

• Help students understand that concise is contrasted 
with the phrase the rambling, disorganized talks. Ask 
students what a concise lecture might be. Possible 
response: A concise lecture is a talk that is orga-
nized and gets to the point clearly.

• Then discuss how to use the five-step process on 
this page—Read, Look, Think, Predict, and Check—
to understand the meaning of impersonate. 
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EXAMPLE

CLUE

 CHECK

 THINK

 LOOK

 READ Read the sentence with the unknown word and some of the 
sentences around it.

Unlike some comedians who impersonated various people, 
Will Rogers seemed real and sincere.

Look for context clues. Do any words tell what the word is 
not like?

The words unlike some comedians point out that Will 
Rogers was different from other comedians who 
impersonated people. The words real and sincere show 
how he was different.

Think about the context clues and other information you may 
already know.

The word person is in impersonated.

Predict a meaning for the word.

The word impersonate probably means “to pretend to be 
another person.”

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of 
the meaning.

The word impersonate means “to act like or copy the 
appearance or speech of another person.”

Here are the steps for using this context clues strategy to
figure out the meaning of the word impersonate.

Unlike the rambling, disorganized talks given by some 
teachers, Professor Cohen’s lectures are concise.

The sentence tells you that a concise lecture is “unlike the 
rambling, disorganized talks.” Therefore it must be organized 
and purposeful.

Context Clues Strategy
Look for What the Word Is Not Like

 PREDICT
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Teaching Tips
• Before students complete the page, write the word 

spontaneous on the board and have students share 
any prior knowledge they have of the word.

• Have students identify what part of speech 
spontaneous is. adjective Review the five-step 
process they will use to figure out the meaning of 
spontaneous. 

Unlock the Meanings
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 READ

 LOOK

 CHECK

 THINK

Read the sentence that includes the word spontaneous and some of the 
sentences around it.

Look for context clues to the word’s meaning. Do any words tell what 
the word is not like?

Think about the context clues. What other helpful information do 
you know?

Predict a meaning for the word spontaneous.

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning 
of the word spontaneous. Write the dictionary meaning on the line.

Practice the Strategy One of the boldfaced words from the 
article on page 70 appears below. Use the context clues strategy on page 71 
to figure out the meaning of this word.

spontaneous

 PREDICT

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the 

Answers will vary.

Spontaneous comments are unlike a rehearsed speech.

Will Rogers spoke in a natural and sincere way. A rehearsed speech might sound 

stiff and formal.

The word spontaneous must mean “natural and not rehearsed.”

not planned or rehearsedfor more practice using context clues.
Go to the Word Wisdom App

Get the App
Placeholder text instructing teachers to go to 
the app store to acquire the Word Wisdom 
app. Feature depth can grow as needed.



UNIT 4 Communication | Lesson 1 73

Teaching Tips
• Make sure students refer to the article on page 70 

and use context clues to write their own definitions 
in column two before checking the dictionary. 
Suggest that they substitute their own definition for 
each boldfaced word in the article to see whether 
their definition makes sense.

• After students complete the page, discuss the 
similarities and differences between students’ 
predictions and the definitions in the dictionary.

Dictionary
Says

Your
Prediction

Vocabulary
Word

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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 WORD LIST

conversational
drawl
quip
impersonate
monologue
spontaneous
ridicule
pronouncement
acclaim
humorist

Use Context Clues You have been introduced 
to two vocabulary words from the article about Will Rogers. 
Those words are checked in the word list here. Under 
“Vocabulary Word,” write the other eight words from the 
word list. Predict a meaning for each word under “Your 
Prediction.” Then check the meanings in the dictionary 
in the back of this book. Write the definitions under 
“Dictionary Says.”

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

conversational

quip

ridicule

acclaim

drawl

monologue

pronouncement

humorist

like natural-sounding talk or 
informal conversation

a clever, witty remark

to make fun of

praise; enthusiastic applause

to draw out vowel sounds, 
slowing one’s speech

the series of stories and jokes 
told by a comedian

a formal opinion or decision

someone who performs or writes 
funny material



Teaching Tips
• Model the activity on this page by writing this 

sentence on the board: 

Jay kept practicing his juggling and 
wisely ignored the teasing comments  
of others. (ridicule)

 Discuss what the sentence means, and have 
students tell which words are closest in meaning 
to ridicule. teasing comments Ask for students’ 
ideas about where and how to place ridicule in the 
sentence. Write the revised version on the board: 
Jay kept practicing his juggling and wisely ignored the 
ridicule of others.

• After students complete the page, have volunteers 
read aloud each rewritten sentence. Compare 
wordings, and discuss whether the sentence 
meaning remains unchanged.
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Process the Meanings
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Use the Words Correctly in Writing Rewrite each 
sentence. Include the word in parentheses in your sentence.

1  The comedian told jokes for fifteen minutes. (monologue)

 ______________________________________________________________

2  The unexpected cheers encouraged the football team. (spontaneous)

  ______________________________________________________________

3  Will Rogers’s funny articles and talks made him popular. 
(humorist)

 ______________________________________________________________

4  Her slow, drawn-out way of speaking was charming. (drawl)

 ______________________________________________________________

5  Don’t make fun of someone, because your comments may hurt. 
(ridicule)

 ______________________________________________________________

6  The speaker used an easy, natural tone. (conversational)

 ______________________________________________________________

7  It is against the law to pretend to be a police officer. (impersonate)

 ______________________________________________________________

8  Kay made an important statement. (pronouncement)

 ______________________________________________________________

9  Jo the clown always had a funny remark ready. (quip)

 ______________________________________________________________

10
 The winning team came home to crowds of fans. (acclaim)

 ______________________________________________________________

 WORD LIST

conversational
drawl
quip
impersonate
monologue
spontaneous
ridicule
pronouncement
acclaim
humorist

The comedian’s monologue lasted fifteen minutes.

Answers will vary.

Don’t ridicule someone, because your comments may hurt.

The spontaneous cheers encouraged the football team.

The speaker used a conversational tone.

Will Rogers was a popular humorist.

It is against the law to impersonate a police officer.

Jo the clown was always ready with a quip.

I thought her drawl was charming.

Kay made a pronouncement.

The winning team came home to great acclaim.



Teaching Tips
• Write on the board: Name some people who deserve 

acclaim. Possible responses: rescuers and other 
heroes, talented performers, artists, government 
leaders

• Point out that students needed to apply their 
knowledge of the meaning of acclaim in order to 
respond to the instruction. 

• After students complete the page, have small 
groups review and compare their responses.
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Apply What You've Learned
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Relate the Meanings Follow the directions below.

1  Describe a time when you had to act or talk spontaneously.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

2  What would you do if you were trying to impersonate a king or queen?

  ______________________________________________________________________________

3  What have you talked about lately in a conversational way?

  ______________________________________________________________________________

4  How would you feel if someone ridiculed you?

  ______________________________________________________________________________

5  In what kinds of movies might actors speak with a drawl?

  ______________________________________________________________________________

6  How could a spontaneous quip help a speaker in a debate?

  ______________________________________________________________________________

7  What pronouncement does the head jurist make after a trial?

  ______________________________________________________________________________

8  What could you do that would likely earn you acclaim?

  ______________________________________________________________________________

9  When an actor gives a monologue, what do the other actors do?

  ______________________________________________________________________________

10
 Name some people a humorist might like to impersonate.

  ______________________________________________________________________________

I once had to take part in a discussion in social studies when a classmate was absent.

Movies set in the Old West or South might have actors speak with a drawl.

I’d crouch down low and walk very softly, meowing.

It would make listeners think he or she was smart and funny.

I talked about my homework assignment with a friend yesterday.

He or she gives the jury’s decision about whether the person is guilty or not.

The other actors don’t speak, and they might even leave the stage.

I would be very upset, and my feelings would be hurt.

I could score the winning touchdown in a big game.

A humorist might like to impersonate politicians or movie stars.

Answers will vary.
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Pre-Reading Discussion Questions 
• Have you heard of William Shakespeare? What 

kinds of things did he write?

• Have you read or seen some of Shakespeare’s plays? 
What did you like or not like about them?

Lesson 2: Latin Roots

76

Latin and Greek Roots
Lesson 2

UNIT 4 Communication | Lesson 2

A lot of people think that the works of William Shakespeare are 
dull. But Shakespeare entertained his audiences with the same 
elements that modern movies use: love, suspense, and humor.
You just have to understand what you’re reading.

Understanding

SHAKESPEARE

Many people claim that they 
get lost when reading a 
Shakespearean play or when 

watching one performed. They do not 
understand the language. They use the 
analogy that Shakespeare’s language 
is a foreign language even though he 
wrote in English! But there are ways 
to improve your understanding of 
Shakespeare’s works.

It is helpful to see a Shakespeare 
play performed live. You can hear the 
intonations in the actors’ speech. You 
can experience the actors performing 
the dialogue. The actors give life to 
the play’s characters and events. For 
example, a dull character might speak 
his or her lines in a monotone voice. 
When an exciting event happens, an 
actor might exclaim his or her lines. 
For example, after King Lear disclaims 
his relation to his daughter in the play 
King Lear, the king of France speaks 
excitedly about his choice to marry her. 
This is a very tense moment in the play.

Before you see a play, it’s helpful 
to read a summary of the plot. Many 
of Shakespeare’s plays begin with a 
prologue, or an introduction. But this 

only summarizes part of the play. If you 
read a summary, you will understand 
the main idea of the play. You will know 
what to expect. Then you can focus on 
the details.

Another way to get familiar with 
Shakespeare’s language is to watch a 
movie. There are a lot of movies based 
on Shakespeare’s plays. Some are set 
in modern times, and others are set in 
Shakespeare’s time. People have even 
put Shakespeare’s writing to music. 
Everyone can sing along—from deep, 
rich baritones to high sopranos, and 
everyone in between!

The more Shakespearean English you 
hear, the more you will understand it. 
Maybe someday you can proclaim 
yourself an expert!



Teaching Tips
• Before students complete the page, review the 

pronunciation of baritone and have students share 
any prior knowledge they have of the word.

• Have students identify what part of speech baritone 
is. noun Review the five-step process they will use 
to figure out the meaning of baritone. 
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 CHECK

 THINK

 LOOK

 READ Read the sentence that uses the word baritone. Read some of the 
sentences around the word.

Look for context clues to the word’s meaning. What clues tell you what 
the word is not like?

Think about the context clues. What other helpful information do 
you know?

Predict a meaning for the word baritone.

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning 
of the word baritone. Write the definition here.

baritone

Here is one of the boldfaced words from the essay on page 76. 
Use the context clues strategy you learned in Lesson 1 on page 71 
to figure out the meaning of this word.

Practice the Context Clues Strategy

 PREDICT

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the 

The phrase from deep, rich baritones to high sopranos, and everyone in between is a 

clue. It seems like baritones and sopranos are not alike. I know this because the text 

says and everyone in between.

I know that soprano singers have very high voices.

The word baritone might mean “a very low voice.”

male singer with a range lower than a tenor and higher than a bass

Answers will vary.

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the Word Wisdom App
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Teaching Tips
• Explain that Latin and ancient Greek were 

languages that furnished roots for English words. 
Some words traveled from ancient Greek, through 
Latin, through Old French, and into English.

• Have students read the chart on page 78. Talk about 
how the meaning of the root affects the meaning of 
the example word.

• After students complete the page, discuss the 
additional words they have listed. Possible 
responses: clamor, disclaimer, exclamation, 
proclamation, overtone, tonal, intone, epilogue,  
apology, logical, and fields of study that end with 
-logy, such as geology, psychology, and biology

Unlock the Meanings

78

claim

Latin GreekLatin

ton log

Sort by Roots Write each word from the word list under the 
correct Latin and Greek roots below. Then write other words you know 
that come from the same Latin and Greek roots.

You know that some English words have Latin roots. English words can also come 
from Greek roots. In this unit, you will learn Latin and Greek roots related to 
communication.

Root and Meaning English Word and Meaning

claim (shout, call out) acclaim (public praise)

ton (tone) undertone (a low or quiet sound)

log (word) monologue (a speech or jokes told by one person)

 WORD LIST

claim
analogy
intonation
dialogue
monotone
exclaim
disclaim
prologue
baritone
proclaim

UNIT 4 Communication | Lesson 2

Latin

Latin

Greek

claim

disclaim

intonation analogy

baritone prologue

exclaim

proclaim

Answers will vary.

monotone dialogue

Answers will vary. Answers will vary.

Answers will vary. Answers will vary.



Teaching Tips
• Direct students to the chart at the top of the page. 

Have them use their own words to tell how the 
meanings of the prefix mono- and the root ton 
combine in the meaning of monotone. Sample 
response: A monotone is one tone.

• Have students tell how the meaning of pro-, “before,” 
affects the meaning of the word prologue. Sample 
response: A prologue is the part of a book that comes 
before the main part.
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Use Roots and Prefixes Circle any root and prefix you find in each boldfaced 
word. Then use context clues, roots, and prefixes to write the meaning of each word.

1  Unlike a soprano, a baritone has a low singing voice.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

2  The judge proclaimed loudly that Kendal had won the blue ribbon.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

3  In act 1, two characters in the play have a dialogue about camping.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

4  The makers of Tasty O’s claim that their cereal will keep you healthy.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

5  Because Yi read the prologue first, he knew what the book was about.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

6  Voters were bored listening to the candidate speak in a monotone.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

7  “I can’t believe you got me a puppy for my birthday!” she exclaimed.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

8  Ryan’s analogy of a spider’s web describes our highway system.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

9  Leah’s intonation made her oral report easy to understand.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

10
 My brother disclaimed responsibility for the broken window.

 ______________________________________________________________________________

Prefix | Root Word | New Word

mono- (one) + ton (tone) = monotone

pro- (before) + log (word) = prologue

a male singer with a range lower than a tenor and higher than a bass

declared; made known officially; announced

a conversation between two or more people

to say strongly as a fact; declare to be true

an introduction to a book, play, poem, or opera

a series of words or sounds uttered in one tone of voice

spoken, called, or shouted out suddenly or with force, often in surprise

an explanation of something by comparing it to something else

the rise and fall in pitch of the voice

gave up a right to, connection with, or responsibility for; disowned

Answers will vary.



Teaching Tips
• Introduce the first activity by writing the following 

on the board: 

When you exclaim, your voice is (a) loud, 
(b) quiet, (c) angry.

 Discuss with students why loud is correct.

• Model the second activity by writing this sentence 
on the board: 

A speaker’s pitch rises at the end of  
a question.

 Have students choose the word list word that most 
closely matches the meaning of the underlined 
word pitch. Then ask them to repeat the sentence 
with the substituted word. A speaker’s intonation 
rises at the end of a question.
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Process the Meanings

80

Complete the Meanings Write the word that best completes 
the sentence and explains the boldfaced word.

1  A dialogue is a(n) ______________________.

a. speech b. announcement c. conversation

2  You use an analogy to ______________________ two things.

a. compare b. describe c. explain

3  The singing voice of a baritone is ______________________.

a. high b. low c. loud

4  The prologue of a play comes at the ______________________.

a. beginning b. middle c. end

5  A monotone is a ______________________ tone of voice.

a. soft b. harsh c. single

6  A speaker with good intonation changes ______________________.

a. posture b. pitch c. accent

Revise Sentences Rewrite each sentence. Replace the underlined 
words with a word from the word list. You may have to add an ending.

7  “I can’t believe I won!” he said loudly with surprise.

 ______________________________________________________________

8  My voice teacher states as a fact that she can teach anyone to sing.

 ______________________________________________________________

9  The students said they didn’t have any knowledge of the 
classroom prank.

 ______________________________________________________________

10
 The newly elected mayor will officially announce victory 
tomorrow evening.

 ______________________________________________________________

 WORD LIST

claim
analogy
intonation
dialogue
monotone
exclaim
disclaim
prologue
baritone
proclaim
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conversation

compare

low

beginning

single

pitch

“I can’t believe I won the race!” he exclaimed.

My teacher claims that she can teach anyone to sing.

The students disclaimed knowledge of the classroom prank.

The newly elected mayor will proclaim victory tomorrow evening.

Answers will vary.



Teaching Tips
• For the first activity, have students answer each 

question “yes” or “no.” Then direct them to write 
logical reasons for their decisions.

• Before students complete the second activity, 
remind them that a category is a label that fits all 
the listed items. Ask this question as an example: 
What is the category for the words chat, conversation, 
and discussion? Sample response: ways of speaking 
with others Then ask students to name a word list 
word that would fit in this category. dialogue
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Apply What You've Learned
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Give Reasons Answer each question with yes or no. Give reasons for your answers.

1  Could a robbery suspect disclaim responsibility?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

2  Could a suspect proclaim his or her innocence of a crime?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

3  Are you likely to read a prologue in the newspaper?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

4  Is the dialogue of a play usually written in the program?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

5  Could someone claim that he or she had been to Japan?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

6  Do you expect actors in a movie to speak in a monotone?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

Name the Categories Write a word from the word list to complete each list below. 
Then tell what category all the words belong to.

 WORD CATEGORY

7  alto, tenor,  _____________________ _____________________

8  simile, metaphor,  _____________________ _____________________

9  shout, holler,  _____________________ _____________________

10
 volume, rate,  _____________________ _____________________

baritone types of voices

analogy types of comparisons

exclaim ways to call out loudly

intonation elements of speech

Yes, if the suspect didn’t commit a crime.

Yes, if he or she didn’t do it.

No, because newspapers don’t have introductions.

No, because then the audience would already know the play.

Yes, if he or she actually visited Japan.

No, because then the movie would be boring.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.
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Pre-Reading Discussion Questions 
• How often do you use the Internet to learn more 

about history? What have you learned?

• What makes the Internet a great tool for learning 
about history?

Lesson 3: Reference Skills

82

Maybe you think history is 
boring. Who cares what 
happened long ago? You 

might think history is just words and 
photographs in a book. Well, there’s a 
place where history comes to life. On the 
Internet you can hear and see history.

There are Web sites that have recorded 
history. Some college teachers have 
recordings of their lectures online. 
You can also find famous speeches on 
the Internet. You can listen to Martin 
Luther King Jr. assert his belief in equal 
rights. You can hear Albert Einstein 
declare that the use of atomic bombs 
is a terrible thing. You can hear Thomas 
Edison elaborate on his discoveries 
in electricity. You actually hear these 
important people from history!

And history does not just mean 
politics and science; it also means 
culture. You can listen to singers John 
Lennon and Paul McCartney offer an 
expression of the importance of music. 
You’ll hear Babe Ruth insist that baseball 
is the best game in the world. There are 
some recordings that sound unclear. 

This might be because the acoustics 
in the recording location were not very 
good. But overall, you get a feel for the 
historical moment.

If audio is not enough for you, 
you can watch video clips, too. You 
might watch a news clip where experts 
converse about a certain topic. Do you 
want to watch American astronauts put 
the flag on the moon? Visit the NASA 
Web site. In fact, you can find clips from 
many historical events. All you have 
to do is search. The Internet does not 
hide history away; it accentuates how 
interesting history can be.

Written documents are also 
important to history. At the Web site 
of the U.S. National Archives, you can 
see many important documents in our 
country’s history. There are even copies 
of famous petitions online—you can 
actually view the signatures of the 
people who signed them!

New things are added to the Internet 
every day. Take a look and see what 
you can find. You’ll see that history is 
very exciting!

Reference Skills
Lesson 3
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See History Come to Life

How do you like to learn about history? You can read books, visit museums, 
or watch movies. But did you know that you can also learn about history on 
the Internet?



Teaching Tips
• Before students complete the page, review the 

pronunciation of accentuates and have students 
share any prior knowledge they have of the word.

• Have students identify what part of speech 
accentuates is. verb Review the five-step process they 
will use to figure out the meaning of accentuate. 
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515183

 READ

 LOOK

 THINK

 CHECK

Read the sentence that uses the word accentuates. Read some of the 
sentences around the word.

Look for context clues to the word’s meaning. Do any words tell what 
the word is not like?

Think about the context clues. What other helpful information do 
you know?

Predict a meaning for the word accentuate.

Check the dictionary in the back of this book to be sure of the meaning 
of the word accentuate. Write the definition here.

accentuates

Here is one of the boldfaced words from the essay on page 82. 
Use the context clues strategy you learned in Lesson 1 on page 71 
to figure out the meaning of this word.

Practice the Context Clues Strategy

 PREDICT

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the 

Answers will vary.

The words hide history away seem unlike the verb accentuates.

I see the word accent in accentuates. I know that accent has something to do with 

added focus or stress.

The word accentuate might mean “to stress or emphasize.”

to make more noticeable; emphasize; stress

for more practice using context clues.
Go to the Word Wisdom App
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Teaching Tips
• Prepare students for the activity by asking them 

how they would define the word communicate. 
Then have a volunteer look up communicate in an 
advanced dictionary and tell how many numbered 
definitions are given. After students take turns 
reading the definitions, point out that many words 
have several meanings, so many dictionary entries 
have numbered definitions. Looking up a word in 
a dictionary is often just the first step; deciding 
which definition applies to the context is another.

• After students complete the page, have them share 
and compare their answers in small groups.

Unlock the Meanings

84

Multiple Meanings Because many English words have more than one 
meaning, you will often find more than one definition in a dictionary entry. Each 
definition is numbered. Read the five different meanings for the word expression.

expression1 /ik spresh´ ən/ n. the act of communicating, as in words. Pam’s 
speech was an expression of her ideas.

expression2 /ik spresh´ ən/ n. something that communicates an opinion or a 
feeling. The flowers were an expression of our sorrow.

expression3 /ik spresh´ ən/ n. a look on one’s face that shows feelings. Jordan’s 
serious expression meant things were going badly.

expression4 /ik spresh´ ən/ n. a way of speaking, singing, or playing that shows 
a certain feeling. Our teacher read the poem with great expression.

expression5 /ik spresh´ ən/ n. a particular word or phrase. I hear the common 
expression “Exercise your right to vote!” around election day.

Choose Definitions Using the dictionary entries above, write 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 
to tell which meaning of expression is used in the sentence.

1  _____ Carmen played her piano solo with great expression.

2  _____  The essay contained an expression of his thoughts.

3  _____  All the children at the beach had joyful expressions.

4  _____  Mom uses the expression “spick and span.”

5  _____  Tears can sometimes be an expression of happiness.
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Teaching Tips
• Have students read aloud the three steps for 

unlocking the meaning of a new word (at the top of 
the page). If necessary, refer students to page 83 to 
review the five-step process for using context clues.

• After students complete the page, have them 
identify any sentences they thought had strong 
context clues and tell why.
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 1. Use context clues.

 2. Look for a familiar root, prefix, or suffix.

 3. If the context or a word part doesn’t help, 
check the dictionary.

Find
the

Lesson 3 | Communication UNIT 4

 WORD LIST

lecture
assert
declare
elaborate
expression
insist
acoustics
converse
accentuate
petition

Define the Words Follow the steps above to decide on the 
meaning of each boldfaced word. Write the meaning of the word. Then 
write 1, 2, or 3 to show which steps you used.

1  They signed a petition asking the city for a recycling program.

 ___________________________________________________________

2  The great acoustics in the concert hall allowed us to hear well.

 ___________________________________________________________

3  He asserted that more tax money should be spent on education.

 ___________________________________________________________

4  Her handmade gift for me was an expression of friendship.

 ___________________________________________________________

5  Dad insisted that we finish our work before going to the park.

 ___________________________________________________________

6  The speaker gave her lecture on comets from a museum stage.

 ___________________________________________________________

7  My best friend and I converse on the phone almost every day.

 ___________________________________________________________

8  Your bright blue shirt accentuates the color of your eyes.

 ___________________________________________________________

9  Please elaborate on your report by adding more examples.

 ___________________________________________________________

10
 The principal declared that skates are not allowed in school.

 ___________________________________________________________

Answers will vary.

a formal written request to someone in authority; 1, 2, or 3

stated positively; declared to be true; 1, 2, or 3

to talk with another person or persons; 1, 2, or 3

demanded; took a firm stand; 1, 2, or 3

to provide additional information or more detail; develop thoroughly; 
1, 2, or 3

the features of a room or space that determine how well sounds can be 
heard in it; 1, 2, or 3

something that communicates an opinion or a feeling; 1, 2, or 3

makes more noticeable; emphasizes; stresses; 1, 2, or 3

a planned talk on a specific subject given to an audience; 1, 2, or 3

stated strongly; 1, 2, or 3
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Teaching Tips
• Model the second activity by writing this sentence 

on the board: 

To give your face a(n) _____ of 
surprise, raise your eyebrows and  
open your mouth.

 Ask students which words are context clues to the 
meaning of the missing word. Underline the words 
they suggest, which may include face and surprise. 
Then have students refer to the word list to choose 
the correct word. expression

• Point out that more than one word makes sense in 
sentence 9. Both declared and insisted make sense in 
the sentence.

Process the Meanings

86

Identify the Synonyms Write the word that is the best 
synonym for each boldfaced word.

1  accentuate his good qualities ______________________.

a. find b. stress c. notice

2  to converse for hours ______________________.

a. talk b. rest c. travel

3  to insist that we all wear hats ______________________.

a. ask b. agree c. demand

4  elaborated on her idea ______________________.

a. decided b. concentrated c. expanded

5  a lecture about Abraham Lincoln ______________________.

a. book b. speech c. discussion

6  asserted that his team would win ______________________.

a. claimed b. hoped c. planned

Choose the Correct Word Write the correct word from the 
word list to complete each sentence. You may need to add an ending. 
Underline any parts of the sentence that helped you make your choice.

7  Kris collected voters’ signatures on a ______________________

8  The food basket was an ______________________ of thanks.

9  Ben loudly ______________________ that we should cook dinner.

10
 Improved ______________________ in the theater helped 
audiences hear the performance better.

 WORD LIST

lecture
assert
declare
elaborate
expression
insist
acoustics
converse
accentuate
petition

UNIT 4 Communication | Lesson 3

stress

talk

demand

expanded

speech

claimed

petition

expression

declared

acoustics



Teaching Tips
• To prepare students for the first activity, ask this 

question: What kind of lecture do you think would be 
interesting? Possible response: I would like to listen 
to a famous race car driver lecture about racing. 
Point out that students need to understand the 
meaning of lecture to answer the question.

• For the second activity, emphasize that there are 
many correct ways to complete each sentence, but 
students should clearly show that they understand 
the meaning of the word. Contrast these two 
examples: 

Not clear:  
After studying the clues, the detective asserted 
that he had studied the case. 

Clear:  
After studying the clues, the detective asserted 
that he knew for sure who had committed the crime.

UNIT 4 Communication | Lesson 3 87

Apply What You've Learned
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Demonstrate Word Knowledge Use what you have learned about the 
boldfaced words to answer each question.

1  During a water shortage, what is a governor likely to declare?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

2  What might two doctors converse about?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

3  How could a speaker begin a lecture?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

4  What might a confident student assert?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

Complete the Sentences Complete each sentence in a way that shows your 
understanding of the boldfaced word.

5  The artist accentuated the painting by  ________________________________________

6  Voters signed a petition asking  _______________________________________________

7  As an expression of her gratitude, she  _________________________________________

8  The room’s acoustics were so poor that  ________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

9  She elaborated on her story by  _______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

10
 I didn’t play well, so the coach insisted  ________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

a water emergency; that people should use very little water

by telling a funny story or joke; by telling his/her topic

the progress of a patient; new medicines

that he/she is going to do well on a test

adding red.

for more firefighters.

baked them a pie.

only the people in the first row could hear.

giving more details.

that I practice more.

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.



Teaching Tips
• After students complete the page, extend the 

activity by having them review the word list for 
all adjectives that can be placed before the word 
speech. Possible words: conversational, spontaneous, 
monotone, elaborate Encourage students to create 
additional adjectives by adding endings to word list 
words. Example words: assertive, humorous
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Review 

eResources Center 
resources.zaner-bloser.com

Go online to print out word cards for students 
to use on their own or in smallgroup activities to 
review the vocabulary words from this unit.
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Unit 4 Review

What’s the Root?
Choose words from the word list to write in each section below. The 
number in each heading tells you how many words to list. Some words 
will be listed twice.

Words with the Greek 
root log meaning

“word”

Verbs that can mean “to 
say strongly or

firmly”

Words with the Latin 
root claim meaning

“shout”

Words with the Latin 
root ton meaning 

“tone”

 
 

 WORD LIST

conversational
drawl
quip
impersonate
monologue
spontaneous
ridicule
pronouncement
acclaim
humorist
claim
analogy
intonation
dialogue
monotone
exclaim
disclaim
prologue
baritone
proclaim
lecture
assert
declare
elaborate
expression
insist
acoustics
converse
accentuate
petition

5

3

4

8

acclaim monologue

claim analogy

exclaim

intonation claim

proclaim

insist

dialogue

disclaim

monotone exclaim

assert

accentuate

prologue

proclaim

baritone disclaim

declare



Teaching Tips
• Have a volunteer read aloud each set of directions. 

Point out that in the second activity, the statement 
is either true or false, but students may word their 
reasons differently.

• Have students work individually to complete these 
activities. After reviewing responses, suggest that 
students revise each false statement to make it true.
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Choose One of Two Read the sentence and the two words in parentheses. Circle 
the word that makes more sense in the sentence.

1  Nobody planned it, but the whole audience joined the performer in a ____ 
sing-along. (converse spontaneous)

2  Musicians prefer to play in rooms that have good ____ . (acoustics lectures)

3  Many voters signed the ____ for improving the town parks. 
(pronouncement petition)

4  This gift is a small ____ of our thanks. (quip expression)

5  It is useful to ____ often when learning a new language. (converse impersonate)

Answer True or False Read each statement. If the statement is true, circle T. 
If the statement is false, circle F. Then give a reason for your choice.

6  Fast-talking people tend to drawl.  T  F

 ______________________________________________________________________________

7  Writers add details to elaborate on their ideas.  T  F

  ______________________________________________________________________________

8  When you make a quip, you hope people will laugh. T  F

  ______________________________________________________________________________

9  Recycling is a conversational activity. T  F

  ______________________________________________________________________________

10
 It is possible to impersonate someone when talking. T  F

  ______________________________________________________________________________

Drawl means to slow one’s speech.

A quip is a clever and witty remark.

Details give more information.

You don’t have to talk in order to recycle.

You can copy the speech of another person.
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Teaching Tips
• Have students complete this activity individually 

and then come together to tell what the answer to 
the riddle is. enthusiasm

• Discuss how a great communicator conveys 
enthusiasm.
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Find the Hidden Message Choose the word from 
the box that matches each clue. Write the letters of that word in 
the boxes.

Clues

1  This comes before a story. 

2  A comedian performs this. 

3  Voters sign this. 

4  This is one kind of entertainer. 

5  An expert’s talk is often called this. 

6  This means “to discuss.” 

7  This means “to announce.” 

8  This is a kind of comparison. 

9  This is the study of sound. 

10
 This is what fame seekers want. 

What does a great communicator need? To answer that question, write the letters from 
the shaded boxes in order:

 

humorist  converse  proclaim  analogy  acclaim

prologue  monologue  lecture  petition  acoustics

enthusiasm

p       r         o        l         o        g        u        e

h        u       m        o        r         i        s         t

c        o        n        v        e        r         s        e

p        r        o        c         l        a         i        m

l         e        c        t         u        r        e

a        n        a        l         o       g         y

a        c        c         l        a        i        m

m       o        n         o        l         o        g        u       e

a        c        o        u        s         t         i        c         s

p        e        t         i        t         i        o        n
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Teaching Tips
• Read the test-taking strategy with students. Tell 

them not to look at the sample item as you read it 
aloud, saying “blank” for the missing word. Have 
students suggest words that would make sense in 
the blank. Then read aloud the list of choices. Have 
students evaluate their ideas as they choose the 
correct answer.

• Have students work individually to complete the 
practice test. When they have finished, review their 
responses and discuss why correct, or incorrect, 
choices were made.

Practice Test

Fill in the letter of the answer that best fits in the 
sentence.

TEST-TAKING STRATEGY
Some multiple-choice tests 
ask you to choose a word 
that fits in a sentence. Start 
by reading the sentence 
to yourself, saying “blank” 
for the missing word. Think 
about a meaning that seems 
to make sense in the blank. 
Then try each of the answer 
choices. Choose the one 
that matches the meaning 
you thought about.

Sample:
Fill in the letter of the 
answer that best fits in the 
sentence.

The hungry baby woke up 
____ from her nap.

 sleeping
 crying
 smiling
 giggling
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Go to the Word Wisdom App for more practice 
and review of the vocabulary words.

Go to the 

1   The worker unwisely 
____ his boss.

 ridiculed
 proclaimed
 declared
 quipped

2  The ____ sang 
beautifully.

 monotone
 baritone
 expression
 analogy

3  The judge’s ____ was 
harsh.

 quip
 pronouncement
 prologue
 monotone

4  The ____ writes 
amusing stories.

 baritone
 petition
 dialogue
 humorist

5  An actor ____ 
President Abraham 
Lincoln.

 impersonated
 conversed
 proclaimed
 elaborated

6  The topic of the ____ 
was “Saving Money.”

 intonation
 acclaim
 lecture
 acoustics

7  The actor’s ____ was 
funny.

 spontaneous
 lecture
 dialogue
 humorist

8  I fell asleep listening 
to the ____ voice of 
the speaker.

 conversing
 exclaiming
 conversational
 monotone

9  The speaker ____ her 
point by pounding 
on the table.

 accentuated
 drawled
 disclaimed
 petitioned

10
 Give examples to 

____ on your idea.
 impersonate
 converse
 elaborate
 declare

for more practice and review of the 
vocabulary words, including cumulative 
review of words from all previous units.

Go to the Word Wisdom App


