
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION and SKILL PRACTICE



Differentiated Instruction to Support Core Lessons at Point of Use

Teacher tips to support  
English language learners

Tips for below-, 
on-, and above-
level students

Reach All 
Students Through 
Differentiation

The Superkids Reading Program 

provides explicit, systematic 

core instruction in reading 

and language arts, along with 

the resources teachers need 

to individualize instruction 

and make it accessible to all 

learners. Lessons are structured 

so teachers can provide more 

guidance and feedback to 

students who need it while 

others work more independently.
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Teach vocabulary: 
 Synonyms and antonyms

Discuss synonyms for big. Explain that 
some words have similar meanings. Write 
these sentences on the board:

A comic is in the big can.

A comic is in the ____ can.

Read the first sentence. Then point to the 
word big and help children name other 
words that mean about the same as big—for 
example, large, huge, giant, enormous. For 
each answer, have children read the second 
sentence, saying the new word in place of 
the blank line.

3
Discuss antonyms for big. Explain that 
some words mean the opposite of each 
other—their meanings are as different as 
they can be. Read the sentences on the 
board. In the second sentence, say the word 
small in place of the blank line. Explain that 
small means the opposite of big. 

Help children name other words that mean 
the opposite of big—for example, little, tiny, 
teeny. For each answer, have children read 
the second sentence, saying the new word in 
place of the blank line.

ELL Support

Working with synonyms and antonyms is a 
good way to build the vocabulary of English 
language learners. Extend this activity by 
finding pictures of big and little things. 
Then have children tell whether the picture 
shows something that is big or little by using 
some of the new words for big and little they 
learned in this lesson.

Teach the Super Smart
Teach the Unit 17 Super Smart Our 
5 Senses using the lesson in the Super 
Smart Teacher’s Guide. The Super 
Smart Informational Digital Read-
Aloud is available in the teacher portal.

Teach Writing
Teach Unit 17, Lesson 4 in the Writing 
Teacher’s Guide. This lesson teaches 
how to reply to a note.
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Vocabulary: Review 
Unit 9 Words to Know

Use Unit 9 Words to Know Cards. 

Discuss the Words to Know Cards . Say 
the word for each card, and have children 
repeat the word after you . Ask them if they 
remember what the word means . Reinforce 
or clarify their understanding by repeating 
the definition and context sentence . Then 
discuss each word as described .

audience (a group of people gathered to  
hear or see something: The audience at the 
puppet show laughed at the 
hand puppet.) In “The 
Spingle Spangle Talent 
Show” and Puppets, we 
read about performances 
that usually have audiences—a talent show 
and a puppet show . Ask how the audience 
reacts to the Spingle Spangle Talent Show . 
(They clap and cheer.) If necessary, point  
out the audience clapping on Reader page 
22 . Ask children if they have ever been  
in the audience of a puppet show . Have 
children share their experiences of being  
in the audience .

6
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Differentiate

Below-level: Point out the contractions 
don’t, can’t, and won’t in the story and 
review how to read them . Read a few 
lines of the story aloud, modeling a steady 
pace . Then listen as individuals take turns 
reading a character’s lines aloud . When 
a child makes mistakes and doesn’t self-
correct, let the child finish the line. Then 
provide corrective feedback and have the 
child reread it .

On-level: Remind children that the lines 
in a conversation should be read the way 
the characters would have said them . 
Read the first few lines aloud at a fluent 
pace . Then listen as individuals take turns 
reading a character’s lines aloud . Have 
them read the story aloud several times, 
encouraging them to read at a fluent pace 
and express the characters’ excitement .

Above-level: Point out that for the story 
to sound like a real conversation, the 
lines should be read the way they would 
have been spoken . Model reading a few 
lines of the story at a fluent pace with 
expression . Then pair children up, and 
have each child read all of a character’s 
lines . Have them switch parts when they 
reread the story . Encourage them to read 
at a fluent pace—no long pauses between 
lines—while expressing the characters’ 
excitement . 

talent (a special skill, something you can do 
very well: A talent show is a fun way to show 
others a talent you have.) 
Remind children that 
the Superkids put on a 
talent show . Discuss the 
different talents the kids 
showed in their acts . (Sal sang while moving 
around on stilts. Tic, Tac, and Toc told jokes. 
Oswald, Frits, Alf, and Hot Rod played in a 
band. Ettabetta was an acrobat.) Ask children 
what talent they would like to show others 
in a talent show . If they drew and wrote 
about their talent show act as an 
Independent Activity, have them share their 
work as part of the discussion .

explain (tell about something so that others 
understand it: The puppeteer explained how 
she created her puppet.) 
Tell children that 
informational text often 
explains a topic . Ask 
what the Super Smart 
explained . (puppets) Prompt children to 
share some details they learned about 
puppets from the Super Smart .  
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TEN-MINUTE TUCK-INS
Activities for Differentiating Instruction
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Reinforce Structural Analysis: 
Contractions with n’t

Give children practice recognizing when 
they can use contractions in writing . In 
advance, write the following paragraph  
on the board:

Ettabetta did not set up for 
the show. Her name was not 
on the list of jobs and acts. 
Doc had not planned to keep 
her out of the show. She 
would not be so mean! She 
just did not remember to list 
Ettabetta’s name. Ettabetta 
was mad, but she is not mad 
any longer.

Read the whole paragraph aloud . Then 
reread the first sentence and ask which 
two words can be turned into an n’t 
contraction . (did not) Have a child make 
the change by erasing not and adding 
n’t after did. Repeat with each sentence . 
When all the contractions are written, 
read the paragraph aloud again . Point out 
that the meaning has not changed .

Reinforce Comprehension: 
Retell and summarize a story

Use Reader story “The Spingle Spangle Talent 
Show,” pages 8–22.

Have each child retell a different chapter 
of “The Spingle Spangle Talent Show .” 
Give children time to look at their 
assigned chapter . Tell them to think 
about what the Superkids did and what 
Ettabetta did . Then have children take 
turns telling what happened in their 
chapters in the order that it happened .

When they finish, help children 
summarize in a few sentences what each 
chapter is about . For example:

Chapter 1: The Superkids set up for 
the talent show . Ettabetta sits on the 
bus because her name isn’t on the list of 
jobs and acts .

Chapter 2: The Superkids do three 
acts . Ettabetta watches from the bus 
and thinks all the acts are bad .

Chapter 3: Doc asks Ettabetta to do 
her act . She does acrobat tricks, and it’s 
a fantastic ending for the show .

Extend Spelling and Vocabulary: 
Homophones four, for; two, to

 Use the interactive whiteboard activity, or 
write the following on the board:

 two to four for

 1. Golly has _____ legs.
 2. Alf went _____ Ben’s shop.
 3. Tic has a gift _____ Tac.
 4.  The number _____ is  

before three.

Point to and read the words two, to with 
children . Explain that they’re homophones, 
words that sound alike but have different 
spellings and meanings . Ask which 
spelling is the name of a number . (two) 
Explain that to spelled t-o tells where 
something is going or already went . Repeat 
with four and for . Ask which spelling is 
the name of a number . (four) Explain 
that for spelled f-o-r means because of or 
something is meant to belong to someone . 
Read each sentence aloud and ask 
children to name and spell aloud the word 
that belongs on the lines . Have a child 
write the correct word in the sentence .
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Ten-Minute Tuck-In  
activities, at the end of each 
lesson, provide additional  
teacher-directed activities for 
reinforcing or extending skills 
taught in the lessons. 

Ten-Minute Tuck-Ins enable 
teachers to give targeted 
instruction to small groups or 
individuals when they require it. 

Interactive whiteboard 
activities in the teacher portal 
correspond with the Ten-
Minute Tuck-In instruction.

Grade K, Unit 17, Lesson 4

Grade 1, Unit 9, Lesson 4

Grade 1, Unit 9, Lesson 6
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The Superkids Skill-Building Book is a comprehensive collection of 
activities and resources to assist teachers in differentiating Superkids 
instruction. This K–2 resource book covers 10 essential skill strands: 

•	 Sounds
•	 Letters
•	 Phonics
•	 Structural Analysis
•	 Fluency
•	 Vocabulary
•	 Comprehension
•	 Spelling 
•	 Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics
•	 Writing Composition

Content for each skill strand is organized for quick and easy access 
within these sections:

•	 Workout Plan
•	 Quick Assessments
•	 Introduction to the Skill Strand
•	 Activities and Tips
•	 Challenging Workout

Differentiated Instruction to Support Core Lessons at Point of Use Skill Instruction and Activities to Reinforce, Extend, and Challenge

High-achieving 
students have  

many opportunities 
to flex and stretch 

their skills with 
Challenging 

Workouts.

102   STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS: CHALLENGING WORKOUT

These challenging activities give children with good structural 
analysis skills a chance to flex and stretch their skills. Many activities 
in this section can be made more challenging by using more difficult 
words. Of course, you might want children to spend more time 
reading or writing independently or work with them to strengthen 
skills they haven’t mastered.

Reading Longer Words

•  Have children read more challenging affixed words, such as words 
with a multisyllabic base word and an affix (giggling, unbutton) or 
with multiple affixes (unhappily, rezipping, cheerfully). Use decodable 
base words and taught prefixes or endings. 

•  For first grade, break multisyllabic words into parts and have 
children blend the parts. For second grade, have children draw 
vertical lines to divide words into syllables. Have them read the 
words.

•  Display decodable phrases with affixed adjectives or adverbs, such 
as the sunniest day, a playful kitten, hopping quickly, laughed joyfully. 
Have children choose a phrase, write a sentence that includes it, 
and draw a picture to illustrate the sentence.

•  Give children cards with taught affixes and decodable base words. 
Have them use the cards to form longer words and record the 
words they form. Remind them to change the spellings of base 
words if needed when they write words with endings.

Compound Words and Contractions

•  Show a word that can be combined with several other 
words to make compounds, such as sun, snow, star, 
eye, ball, book. Have children name or write as many 
compound words as they can that include the word 
you wrote. Work with them to create a web of their 
words and discuss the meanings of the words.

•  Using decodable stories, make enlarged copies of 
dialogue with contractions. Have children circle the 
contractions and write near each one the pair of words 
the contraction represents. Have them read sentences 
from the dialogue twice, once with the contractions 
and then using the word pairs. Discuss why writers 
sometimes use contractions in dialogue.

Challenging Workout

hos pit al

hel icopter

snow

snowball

snowstorm

snowfall

snowbank

snowmobile

snowman

snowboard

snowflake
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Building Blocks of Reading
Reading-readiness activities for grade K

Superkids Skill-Building Book
Activities and resources to reinforce, enrich, 

and target skills for grades K–2 

Interactive Games & Texts
Skill practice and reading 

for grades K–2

Library Books (K–1)  
& Book Club (grade 2)

Three levels for differentiated small-group 
reading in grades K–2

Classroom Resource Kits
Manipulatives and other  

resources for grades K–2

Practice Pages
Skill reinforcement for grades K–2 

Unit 22 (J ), Lesson 3

Practice Page 43

Family: Your child read the Lip Flip each Superkid said. 
Then he wrote a quote for each Superkid’s Lip Flip.

“     ”

“     ”

“     ”

Reproducible Page ©
 Zaner-Bloser, Inc.

Pet pigs
pluck plums.

Sal slips
on socks.

Big bad
bugs beg.

, .

.

.

,

,

Name
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Big Book of Blending  
and Big Book of Decoding

Word Work support and practice for grades K–2

Backpack Pages
Homework for grades 1–2

Name
Backpack Page 24

Reproducible Page ©
 Zaner-Bloser, Inc.

Family: Listen to your child read the story a few times this week. With repeated practice, 
the reading should become smoother and more accurate.

Unit 11, Fluency

A Big Hit

What’s a piñata (say it: peen-YAH-tah)? It’s a decoration 
filled with candy. Friends take turns hitting the piñata with 
a stick until the candy spills out. You may have been to a 
piñata party, but it probably wasn’t a piñata like this one!

This giant piñata was made for a party in Pennsylvania. 
It was as tall as a six-story building and held four thousand 
pounds of candy! A wrecking ball was used to crack the 
piñata open. Now that’s what you call a big hit!
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Teachers can vary instruction for groups and individual students, picking and choosing from 
different resources and techniques recommended throughout the program for working with 

below-, on-, and above-level students as well as English language learners.
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Program Resources for Differentiated Instruction and Skill Practice


